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METRANS on the Move:
Our Weekly Newsletter for Students

Students go on a walking tour of campus with UP, USC's
new Undergraduate Planning club.

Photo credit: Lilly Nie

Readers, welcome to this week's issue
of METRANS on the Move! This newsletter is a

team effort to foster knowledge and
opportunities related to transportation. If you

have suggestions for content – events,
scholarships, jobs, and more – that you’d like to

see included, just reach out to our Publisher,
Danielle Dirksen, at ddirksen@usc.edu. Enjoy
this week’s issue, and click the button below to

subscribe!

Scroll down for the chance to win a prize!
 

In the News 

The articles in this newsletter are prepared or accomplished by others in their personal capacity.
The opinions expressed are the author's own and do not necessarily reflect the views of

METRANS or its partners.

Meet USC’s Patrick Lewis: Student Professional
Worker At LADOT

By Bo-Sen Shao, USC Master of International Public
Policy and Management, 2020

Intern Patrick Lewis, a second-year Master of Planning student at
USC Sol Price School, is also the incoming president of USC's

student-led tree planting and environmental justice organization,
Trees by Trojans (TxT). He completed his undergraduate degree
in sociology with a minor in Spanish at University of California,

Davis.

Read more here.

Trump Administration To Revoke California’s Power
To Set Stricter Auto Emissions Standards

The Trump administration plans Wednesday to revoke California’s
long-standing right to set stricter air pollution standards for cars

and light trucks, the latest step in a broad campaign to undermine
Obama-era policies aimed at cutting greenhouse gas emissions.

Read more here.

Using “Pop-Up” Strategies To Realize Lasting
Impacts In The Public Realm

What does it take to affect change to the built environment that
promotes safe conditions for walking and bicycling? How can

temporary installations of art and infrastructure—also known as
tactical urbanism—spark a conversation? What are the best ways
to foster in people a willingness to change how they get around

their community, to travel without using fossil fuels?

Read more here.

Subscribe Now!
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Blast From The Past Series - Inside L.A.’s Dark
Network Of Deserted Underground Tunnels

This colorful 2018 article tells the tale of the Pacific Electric Air
Line, or the Red Cars, which followed much of the right of way that

LA Metro's Expo Line has now.

Read more here.

Tweet Time - September is Rail Safety Month

LA Metro is having pop-ups featuring free safety pins throughout
the month of September. Be sure to follow @metrolosangeles for

Metro news and @MetroLAalerts for Metro service updates. 

Read more here.

Guess Who!

Welcome to our new transportation game corner!

This week, let's play a guessing game...
Guess who the transportation professional in the

picture is for a chance to win a prize!

Here's a hint: This man does not work in CA, but
he does work in a state just as sunny (if not more

so)!

Email Publisher Danielle Dirksen with your
answer: ddirksen@usc.edu.

For Researchers

Call for Abstracts: New Technologies for Urban Mobility Workshop
Submission Deadline: Monday, September 23, 2019 

In preparation for the first NTUM workshop in Pucón, Chile, in April 2020, the Complex Engineering Systems Institute (ISCI)  and the
Engineering School of Universidad de Concepción invite authors to submit relevant abstracts .  

The ubiquity of technology has unlocked an enormous potential for urban mobility. Cities are shaped by the behavior of citizens who are
connected through elements that can be updated literally every day. What was impossible a few years ago might become obsolete today.
 Technology has opened questions, challenges, and opportunities for urban mobility that are worthy to explore for both ends: theoretical

advances and applications.

The workshop aims to bring together the researchers, practitioners and tool developers working on topics related to public transportation of
the future; new methods for new data; home delivery and services; apps for mobility and travel; innovative transportation modes; new tech

for transportation planning and operations; and information and communication technologies.

Ph.D. students involved in Transportation Operations and Traffic Control research and work are encouraged to submit abstracts. 

Call for Abstracts: TRB Ph.D. Session in Transportation Operations and Traffic Control
Submission Deadline: Friday, September 27, 2019 

In preparation for the 99th Annual Meeting of the Transportation Research Board in Washington, D.C., the Ph.D. Session in Transportation
Operations and Traffic Control is seeking recently completed (or nearly completed) Ph.D. dissertations and research-in-progress.  

Students who wish to present their research should submit a (maximum) two-page summary of their research including the title, along with
a brief letter (or email) of nomination from their faculty supervisor that clearly states their anticipated graduation date. The schedule of
presentations will be based upon the number of submissions and whether they are based on completed or in-progress research. All

students will be notified by mid-October, concerning acceptance of their submission and their place on the program.

For this particular award, graduate students in transportation who have produced a PhD Dissertation, MS Thesis, or Master's Thesis/Report
are encouraged to seek nomination. 

Council of University Transportation Centers Awards
Nomination Deadline: Monday, September 30, 2019 

More Info

More Info

https://www.lamag.com/citythinkblog/inside-l-s-dark-deserted-network-railways/
https://www.lamag.com/citythinkblog/inside-l-s-dark-deserted-network-railways/
https://twitter.com/metrolosangeles/status/1173661654007070720
https://twitter.com/metrolosangeles/status/1173661654007070720
mailto:ddirksen@usc.edu?subject=RE:%20I'd%20like%20a%20prize...
http://www.ntum.cl/23/default/inicio
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/865ca91113639a0e3a4752b50/files/9af2df59-14e8-486d-a10b-9e2984461eda/DoctoralStudentSession_Call_for_Abstracts_2020.pdf
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The Milton Pikarsky Memorial Award is given annually for the best Doctoral dissertation and Master’s thesis in the field of science and
technology in transportation studies. The Charley V. Wootan Memorial Award is given annually for the best Doctoral dissertation and

Master’s thesis in the field of policy and planning in transportation studies. The Neville A. Parker Award is given annually to two non-thesis
master’s project reports in the field of policy and planning, and science and technology. Winners in each category receive the following

honorariums: Doctoral Dissertation: $2,000 Master’s Thesis: $1,500 Non-Thesis Master’s Reports/Papers: $1,500.

To be considered for the awards nominations must be submitted a member of the faculty, a mentor, or advisor through the CUTC
website. Winners will be recognized at the CUTC Awards Banquet held on Saturday, January 11, 2020 immediately preceding the 99th

Annual Meeting of the Transportation Research Board. The dissertation/thesis/report must have been completed and accepted during the
period October 1, 2018-September 30, 2019.

Call for Papers: Young Energy Researchers Conference 
Submission Deadline: Thursday, October 10, 2019 

Papers should focus on the subjects of biomass or energy efficiency. Submissions are welcome from all scientific fields (e.g. technology &
engineering, economic and social sciences, architecture, law, arts, etc.) The conference will be held in Wels, Austria from Tuesday, March

3 to Thursday, March 5, 2020.  The 2 best contributions are honoured with the awards "Best Young Energy Efficiency Researcher" and
"Best Young Biomass Researcher". The researchers will receive 1,000 Euro each as prize money. The award committee will select the
winners among the papers selected for oral presentation (there is no need for a separate submission for the award). Notification of the

winners is expected by the end of January 2020.

Qualified individuals should have a Ph.D. degree in engineering, environmental science, or other related field with coursework and/or
research experience in life cycle analysis.

Argonne National Laboratory Energy Systems Division PhD Research Position
Apply ASAP

 
Argonne National Laboratory is seeking dynamic and technically strong Postdoctoral Researchers in the area of life cycle analysis. The
position is in the Systems Assessment Center’s Electrification and Infrastructure Group in the Energy Systems Division. Postdoctoral
Researchers work with other team members to analyze transportation and energy systems, develop new models and datasets, and
provide rigorous and objective results. We are currently seeking applicants with experience in one or more of the following areas:

transportation energy systems, materials production with a focus on vehicle materials and lightweighting, lithium-ion battery production
and recycling, electrical grid modeling, and vehicle manufacturing. See the flyer below for more information.

 

Get Involved

A limited number of sponsored student tickets are available. Please email victoriv@price.usc.edu to request one.

WTS-LA Welcomes  LA Metro's Jim de la Loza!
Friday, September 20, 2019 at 11:30 am Pacific

The Sheraton Grand Los Angeles
711 S. Hope Street

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Please join WTS-LA for a lunch program to welcome Jim de la Loza, Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority's new Chief of Planning Officer, to learn about current and upcoming projects for LA Metro Planning.

Fall 2019 Speaker Series - Mentoring for Success
Tuesday, September 24, 2019 at 12 pm Pacific

University of Southern California
DML 240

Join METRANS and PSR for a luncheon with Rebecca Weintraub, a Clinical Professor with USC Annenberg. Participants will
gain a fresh perspective on the mentor-mentee relationship and how both parties can inspire and learn from each other. RSVP

is required. Please click below to view the flyer. 

Fall 2019 Speaker Series - Microtransit and Micromobility: Benefit or Boondoggle?
Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at 12 pm Pacific

University of Southern California
RGL 100

Join METRANS and PSR for a luncheon with Amelia Regan, Professor of Computer Science and Transportation Systems

More Info

More Info

More Info

More Info

More Info

mailto:victoriv@price.usc.edu?subject=RE:%20WTS-LA%209/20
https://mycutc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/CUTC-Student-Award-Form.pdf
http://www.wsed.at/en/programme/young-energy-researchers.html
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/865ca91113639a0e3a4752b50/files/48cb9c3b-e849-43ab-84ba-420d37e35562/PositionDescription_Argonne_9052019.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/welcome-and-planning-update-with-jim-de-la-loza-la-metro-chief-planning-officer-tickets-71382622345
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/865ca91113639a0e3a4752b50/files/68924484-9d44-4ed3-9d75-d1699ba93750/Rebecca_Weintraub_Sept_24_2019_VVR.pdf
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Engineering at UCI. Participants will gain professional insights on whether microbility's benefits outweigh the many costs and
externalities that have resulted from a push for tech in transportation. RSVP is required. Please click below to view the flyer. 

IRWA Young Professionals Ice Cream Social
Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at 5:30 pm Pacific

Salt and Straw
829 E. 3rd Street

Los Angeles, CA 90013

Young professionals are invited to join the International Right of Way Association's Chapter 1 to mingle and say goodbye to
summer and hello to fall! Please RSVP and see the flyer at the button below.

Webinar: Transitioning Cars and Trucks to Low Greenhouse Gas-Emitting Technologies and Fuels
Friday, September 27, 2019 from 10 am to 11 am Pacific

California has adopted ambitious targets for reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. In this study, we examine the costs
and challenges of reducing road transportation GHG emissions 80% by 2050, through rapid uptake of advanced vehicle and

fuel technologies. We consider several scenarios and the costs of achieving these, along with policy implications. Speakers are
UC Davis' Lew Fulton and Marshall Miller.

2020 Lemelson-MIT Student Prize Competition
Apply by: Friday, September 27, 2019 8:59 pm Pacific

The Lemelson-MIT Student Prize is a nationwide invention competition that honors undergraduate teams and individual
graduate students who have developed technology-based inventions with tested prototypes. Graduate students win $15,000 in
recognition of their portfolio of inventions, and undergraduate teams win $10,000 for their invention. In addition, winners will be
included in a national media campaign, and receive exposure to investment and business communities, and a trip to MIT for an

award celebration (EurekaFest) in June 2020.

Notice of Intent: Airport Cooperative Research Program (ACRP) University Design Competition for Addressing
Airport Needs

NOIs Due: Saturday, September 28, 2019

The ACRP, a program of the Transportation Research Board (TRB) of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine, is sponsoring a national competition for universities that engages students in addressing issues relating to airports

and the National Airspace System. 

This Competition focuses on design solutions in the following broad areas: Airport Operation and Maintenance, Runway
Safety/Runway Incursions/ Runway Excursions, Airport Environmental Interactions, and Airport Management and Planning.
Some specific challenge areas are defined in the Technical Design Challenges section of the guidelines. Students are not

limited to the suggested topical areas listed.

This Competition challenges individuals and teams of undergraduate and/or graduate students working with faculty advisors at
U.S. colleges and universities to consider innovative approaches related to airport issues. Full details are provided in the

competition guidelines, accessible through the button below.

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please email victoriv@usc.edu.

Make Way for Gen Z: Hands-on STEM Workshop for Middle Schoolers
Thursday, October 3, 2019 at 10 am Pacific

University of Southern California
DML 240

Join METRANS and PSR for an interactive workshop that will engage nearly 100 local middle schoolers. We plan to immerse
students in transportation industry basics with a focus on soft leadership skills, inspiring students to possibly pursue future

endeavors in the industry. Volunteers are appreciated. Please click below to view the flyer. 

Fall 2019 Speaker Series: Micro Sensor Development for Vehicle Detection and Identification for Next
Generation Smart Roads

Wednesday, October 9, 2019 at 12 pm Pacific
University of Southern California

RGL 100

More Info

More Info

More Info

More Info

More Info

More Info

mailto:victoriv@usc.edu?subject=RE:%20Gen%20Z%20Event
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/865ca91113639a0e3a4752b50/files/06aefc81-d3f2-4eef-b94d-c415ef134f26/Amelia_Regan_Sept._25_final.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/865ca91113639a0e3a4752b50/images/f6248783-832c-48ea-9c3a-d62fafdea23a.png
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/transitioning-cars-trucks-to-low-ghgemitting-technologies-and-fuels-registration-71438547619?utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=Webinar_-_Scenarios_for_Transitioning_Cars_and_Trucks_to_Low_Greenhouse_Gas-Emitting_Technologies_an&utm_medium=email
https://lemelsonmit.smapply.io/prog/2020_lemelson-mit_student_prize/
http://vsgc.odu.edu/acrpdesigncompetition/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2019/08/2019-ACRP-DesignGuidelines.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/865ca91113639a0e3a4752b50/files/a6cc3d9c-cb89-4454-904e-6ee0fd75a004/Gen_Z_event_Oct_3_19.pdf
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Join METRANS and PSR for a luncheon with Mohammed Mozumdar, Associate Professor in Electrical Engineering at Cal State
Long Beach. Participants will gain professional and technical insights on the development of a distributed wireless sensing
network that utilizes low power processors in conjunction to “in sensor node” machine learning algorithms for computation,

among other smart road topics. RSVP is required. Please click below to view the flyer. 

American Road and Transportation Builders Association Student Video Contest
Submissions Due: Sunday, October 20, 2019

The ARTBA Foundation supports an annual student video contest to promote the U.S. transportation design and construction industry.
ARTBA’s Research & Education Division (RED) sponsors the contest and has two submission categories: general transportation impacts,

trends and/or funding; and transportation safety.

The contest is divided into two age groups: elementary, middle or high school students; and post-secondary, college and graduate
students. Winners are selected in each age group, for a total of four first-place videos. Each winner receives a cash prize and winning

entries may be shown during ARTBA’s annual National Convention.

Fall 2019 Speaker Series: Leadership as Improvisation 3.0
Tuesday, October 22, 2019 at 12 pm Pacific

University of Southern California
DML 240

Join METRANS and PSR for a luncheon with Carol Geffner of the USC Sol Price School of Public Policy. Participants will gain professional
insights in this workshop on how to improvise in the workforce and create change for yourself and others. RSVP is required. Please click

below to view the flyer.

A limited number of sponsored student tickets are available. Please email victoriv@price.usc.edu to request one.

Port of Los Angeles Harbor Boat Tour
Friday, November 8, 2019, 12:30 pm Pacific

Port of LA, San Pedro, Los Angeles

Port staff will be available on the boat to provide narration and to answer questions about Port projects. On the tour, you will have a
chance to learn about Port operations and infrastructure projects, and there may be sea lion sightings. Click below for the event flyer.

Fall 2019 Speaker Series: Is Neighborhood Change Leading to Falling Transit Ridership?
Wednesday, November 13, 2019 at 12 pm Pacific

University of Southern California

Join METRANS and PSR for a luncheon with Michael Manville, Associate Professor of Urban Planning at UCLA Luskin School of Public
Affairs. Participants will gain professional insights on falling transit ridership in Southern California as Professor Manville presents

preliminary study results on ridership fluctuation. RSVP is required. Please click below to view the flyer.

Student Transportation Consulting Volunteer Opportunity
University of Southern California

Please see the following on behalf of USC undergraduate Reanne Aquinde: Reanne is looking to organize student members of the USC
Chapter of the Institute of Industrial and Systems Engineers (IISE) to undertake transportation related problems in the field.  Interested

students need not already be a part of IISE but should attend or live near USC. This opportunity is intended to organize a small, voluntary
student team which will then tackle a real world project that students can work on to gain practical experience. Email Reanne for more

information at raquinde@usc.edu

Scholarships & Academic Opportunities

2019 Mobility 21 Southern California Transportation Summit: Beyond the Limits
Friday, September 27, 2019 7:30 am - 4:30 pm Pacific

Disneyland Hotel
1150 Magic Way, Anaheim, CA 92802

Save the date for Mobility 21's 2019 Summit! Mobility 21,Southern California's premier transportation coalition, is currently seeking
sponsorships for their upcoming annual conference. Registration information is coming soon. Discounted student tickets are available for

students who register to attend. Early bird registration is now open as well.

More Info

More Info

More Info

More Info

More Info

mailto:victoriv@usc.edu?subject=Re:%20METRANS%20Port%20of%20LA%20Harbor%20Boat%20Tour
mailto:raquinde@usc.edu?subject=RE:%20USC%20IISE%20Volunteer%20Opp
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/865ca91113639a0e3a4752b50/files/2f3009cc-d44c-4637-a620-5b4f33f1469e/Mohammed_Mozumdar_Oct_9.pdf
https://www.artba.org/foundation/student-video-contest/
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/865ca91113639a0e3a4752b50/files/3aa0dbbb-df0e-47ec-8325-c98d48d22cf1/Carol_Geffner_Oct_22_vvr_073019.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/865ca91113639a0e3a4752b50/files/7b330355-beea-4e23-b28b-aa64f7d4e1a3/POLA_Fall_19_flyer_1_.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/865ca91113639a0e3a4752b50/files/82a46187-77be-4f0c-857a-d8e99f6e58e1/Michael_Manville_Nov_13_vvr_update.pdf
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.

Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) on Sustainable Urban Freight
Open through September 2019

We are happy to announce the re-run of the successful Sustainable Urban Freight Transport MOOC on edX as of 4th December 2018.
This time the MOOC is presented as a self-paced course, students and professionals can access the free course till September 2019.

The MOOC is the result of a collaboration between 8 partners of the global COE-SUFS network. It provides a unique cross-cultural
introduction to city logistics, as experienced around the world (Netherlands, Japan, India, UK, Australia, South-Africa and Sweden). 

. 
For more information, contact Tharsis Teoh at t.g.h.teoh@tudelft.nl or click the link below.

Become a Presidential Management Fellow
Applications Due: Thursday, October 17, 2019 at 9 am Pacific

The Presidential Management Fellows (PMF) Program is administered by the U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM). Each year,
candidates apply to the program in efforts to be selected as Finalists. Finalists are then eligible for appointment as Presidential

Management Fellows (Fellows; PMFs).

To become a PMF, you must participate in an rigorous, multi-hurdle process. It takes patience and endurance, but also gives you a chance
to demonstrate your leadership ability and potential. As a PMF, you will have earned your place in the program, and the opportunity to

grow professionally, serve your country, and make a difference!
 

Call for Papers: World Symposium on Transport and Land Use Research 2020
Submissions Due: Friday, November 15, 2019

We are pleased to announce that the 2020 World Symposium on Transport and Land Use Research (WSTLUR) will be held in Portland,
Oregon, USA, July 13-16, 2020. We seek original, full-length submissions on themes including, but not limited to, affordable housing and
transport, freight issues, and accessibility in transit. Theme leaders will be in charge of the paper review and selection process. Questions

about specific themes should be directed towards theme leaders, whose contact info can be found by clicking the button below.
 

Internships & Jobs

Planning and Grants Intern
Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments

Open until filled
Application review starts October 30, 2019

Job Title Agency/Firm Deadline

Research Data Analyst II or Research Data
Analyst I (# JC-171763)

Caltrans
20-Sep-19

Sacramento County, CA

Policy and Programming Internship

San Francisco County Transportation
Authority 20-Sep-19

More Info

More Info

More Info

More Info

More Info

https://ambag.org/documents/employment/AMBAG_Planning&Grants_Intern_09162019_PDF_A.pdf
https://www.jobs.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=171763
https://www.sfcta.org/policy-and-programming-internship
http://mobility21.com/2019summit/
https://www.edx.org/course/sustainable-urban-freight-transport-a-global-perspective
https://www.pmf.gov/become-a-pmf/2020-application/
http://wstlur.org/symposium/2020/callforpapers/index.html
https://ambag.org/documents/employment/AMBAG_Planning&Grants_Intern_09162019_PDF_A.pdf
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San Francisco, CA

Finance Internship

San Francisco County Transportation
Authority 20-Sep-19

San Francisco, CA

Capital Projects Internship

San Francisco County Transportation
Authority 20-Sep-19

San Francisco, CA

Communications Coordinator

San Francisco County Transportation
Authority 23-Sep-19

San Francisco, CA 

Transportation Analyst (ID 41644)
WSP

24-Sep-19
Jersey City, NJ

Intelligent Transportation System Specialist
(# 40717)

WSP
24-Sep-19

Hawthorne, NY

We found 80+ more fresh positions for you!

METRANS Student Newsletter Staff
Danielle Dirksen | Publisher | ddirksen@usc.edu

Kavina Patel | Editor-In-Chief | kavinayp@usc.edu
Adylbek Abdykalikov | Lead Editor | abdykali@usc.edu

Beisen Ussenov | Career Opportunities Editor | ussenov@usc.edu

METRANS Associates

Major Funders

                         

Silver Partners

                       

Click here for more Jobs and Internships

https://www.sfcta.org/finance-internship
https://www.sfcta.org/capital-projects-internship
https://www.sfcta.org/communications-coordinator
http://search0.smartsearchonline.com/pb/jobs/jobdetails.asp?job_number=41644
http://search0.smartsearchonline.com/pb/jobs/jobdetails.asp?job_number=40717
mailto:ddirksen@usc.edu
http://kavinayp@usc.edu/
mailto:abdykali@usc.edu
http://ussenov@usc.edu/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KJMNsoe04A_zpVHiJKJCd_T_3KfQbr-f/view?usp=sharing
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