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METRANS on the Move:
Our Weekly Newsletter for Students

We hope you enjoy this issue of METRANS on
the Move, transportation news by and for
students. If you are not a regular subscriber but
would like to be, please contact Kaitlyn Zhang
(kenanzha@usc.edu) so she can add you to the
distribution list!

Victoria Deguzman
Associate Director, Administration
victoriv@usc.edu
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USC Transportation Faculty James Moore hosts Annual Transportation Dinner

On November 17, the annual Master of Civil Engineering Transportation Program
dinner was held in Chinatown near Downtown Los Angeles. Read more here.

Introducing METRANS
Student Assistant Eric Tunell

Please join us in welcoming
Eric Tunell to the METRANS

Transportation Center student
assistant team.

Read more here.

Stacked, Boxy Tower to Rise
in the Civic Center

The Chicago-based corporation
made one of its first moves in

Los Angeles last month by filing
plans to redevelop a parking lot

near the Los Angeles Times
Building as a mixed-use tower.

Read more here.
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The Faculty Voice: Prof. Annette Kim
Future Directions in Data & Knowledge in Urban Planning

The terms “smart city” and “urban science” are common now in urban planning
discussions because of our exciting technological advances and their

possibilities. Read more here.

Transit Oriented Shopping: 
9 Holiday Markets and Fairs You

Should Check Out

Whether you’re buying a gift for
yourself or someone else, here are a
few great holiday markets and fairs

you can go to by public transit.
Read more here.

Featured Events & Opportunities

Puget Sound Regional Council Seeks Associate Planner/GIS Analyst

 The position is open until filled.
Applications review process start from December 5, 2016.

http://uscprice.cmail19.com/t/ViewEmail/r/B312FE25A6786CE12540EF23F30FEDED/6F354FA5B3C418A3F7E8006BBCB98688
http://thesource.metro.net/2016/11/21/transit-oriented-shopping-7-holiday-markets-and-fairs-you-should-check-out/


PSRC is seeking an Associate Planner/GIS Analyst to perform a variety of tasks that
support conservation and open space planning in the central Puget Sound region,
including innovative approaches to mapping, prioritizing, and preserving regionally

important lands.  This position is term limited for 18 months or longer if budget
allows.  The position will provide support to the Growth Management Planning

Department in developing a Regional Open Space Conservation Plan funded by a
grant from the US Endowment for Forestry & Communities. 

For more information and to submit an application, click here,

WEBINAR - Why all the Momentum for Registered Apprenticeships?
What are they?

Thursday, December 8th, 1:00–2:00 p.m. CST

The presenters will provide an overview of the various models of registered
apprenticeship programs as well as some of the benefits for businesses, students,

jobseekers, technical colleges, and community colleges. The value that
apprenticeship can add to the Transportation sector will be explored by looking at

how other industries have been leveraging apprenticeship for decades to develop a
skilled workforce, build employee pools, capture the knowledge capital of
experienced workers, and retain valuable employees. Read more here.

City of Bell Seeks Associate Planner

Filing Deadline: 
Open Until Filled, First review on Friday, December 9, 2016

Requirements Education/Experience:    
A Bachelor’s degree from an accredited four-year college or university with major

coursework in urban planning, or a related field. In addition, three (3) years of
professional experience in planning, zoning and related community development

Register

http://www.planetizen.com/node/89841
http://mtwc.org/webinar-why-all-the-momentum-for-registered-apprenticeships-what-are-they/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdi_YG0XkFMewbfj5qLF3b22mFr_eyxt_g-JEyFnNwOuxX2lw/viewform?c=0&w=1


activities. Ability to speak Spanish is desirable.

For more information and to submit an application, click here.

Upcoming Events & Opportunities

APA Los Angeles Leadership Program

The APA Los Angeles Leadership Program is a new professional development
program created to help promising, career-oriented planners prepare for leadership

roles in their departments and organizations. Participants will meet together six
times over six months with classes designed to help them improve their skills for

positions of increasing responsibility while also growing their effectiveness in their
current roles.

Program participants will gain knowledge and skills in leadership, organizational
dynamics, communication, and career planning to help them identify and achieve

their professional goals while equipping them with tools to make even stronger
contributions to their organizations. Read more here.

County of San Diego Seeks Land Use/Environmental Planner I
(Archaeology Option)

This is an ideal professional career opportunity that involves helping and facilitating
essential public works projects while protecting the environment. The County of San

Diego is currently accepting applications for Land Use Environmental Planner I,
Archaeology Option, to fill one vacancy in Planning & Development Services.

A Land Use Environmental Planner I is responsible for performing professional
environmental and planning studies, research, and data analysis to develop goals

and policy recommendations for adoption by decision-making bodies. 

For more information and to submit an application, click here.

CTF Scholarship Opportunities
Bimla Rhinehart Memorial Scholarship

http://www.planetizen.com/node/89604
http://apalosangeles.org/apa-leadership-program/
http://www.planetizen.com/node/89844


Applications Due May 1st, 2017

Eligibility Criteria: University Students Who will Be entering their senior year in the
2017 Summer or Fall terms and are enrolled in business, planning, engineering, or

related major at a university in California intending to pursue a career in
transportation. Applicant must be a U.S. Citizen or a Registered International

Student. Please find the application form here.

The Airport Cooperative Research Program (ACRP) is sponsoring a national
competition for universities that engages students in addressing issues relating to

airports and the National Airspace System. This Competition challenges individuals
and teams of undergraduate and/or graduate students working with faculty advisors
to consider innovative approaches related to these challenges. Submitters should
design innovative solutions that focus on addressing airport issues and constraints
that would enhance the management, safety, capacity, and efficiency of the nation’s

airports.

Competition goals:

1. Raise awareness of the benefits of the ACRP and the importance of airports
and the FAA to the National Airspace System infrastructure.

2. Increase the involvement of the academic community in ACRP and addressing
airport operations and infrastructure issues and needs.

3. Engage students at U.S. colleges and universities in the conceptualization of
applications, systems, and equipment capable of addressing related
challenges in a robust, reliable, and comprehensive manner.

4. Encourage undergraduate and graduate students at U.S. colleges and
universities to contribute innovative ideas and solutions to issues facing
airports and the National Airspace System.

5. Provide a framework and incentives for quality educational experiences for
university students.

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/865ca91113639a0e3a4752b50/files/Bimla_G_Rhinehart_Memorial_Scholarship_Application2017.pdf


6. Develop an awareness of and an interest in airports as vital and interesting
areas for engineering and technology careers.

The Competition website is the participant’s source for complete and up-to-date
information: vsgc.odu.edu/ACRPDesignCompetition 

For more information about the competition, click here.

Los Angeles Metro Entry Level Trainee Program (ELTP)
 

The ELTP program is designed to be an “entry-level career ladder program” for
recent college graduates to gain work experience and the job skills needed to seek a

full-time position within Metro or another company.
Establishes a pipeline for recent college graduates to gain entry-level or journey-

level work experience as a Transportation Associate I. Recent college graduates will
expose to work assignments, projects and technical skills related to their college

degree.
This program intends to identify a “pool of proven performers” who are eligible to “fill
new roles” that fit job skills developed over time within Metro or at another company.

Also, the ELTP offers recent college graduates an opportunity to become the next
generation of Metro’s workforce.

For more information and to apply for the program, click here.

ASPA’s SEIGOV (Section on Ethics and Integrity in Governance) INVITES
SUBMISSIONS FOR ITS ANNUAL STUDENT PAPER COMPETITION

Submissions Due December 15th
 

Students in public affairs and public policy graduate programs are invited to submit
their research papers authored in 2015 or 2016 on any public and administrative

ethics topic, including corruption, integrity, social equity, corporate responsibility, and
politics. Faculty members may also nominate student paper(s) for submission.

Conference papers, term papers, and journal manuscripts are eligible for submission
(literature reviews, case studies, and review essays are ineligible for entry). Please

note that only one submission per student is allowed, and the paper should be
written entirely by the student and not co-authored. The paper should not exceed 20

http://vsgc.odu.edu/ACRPDesignCompetition
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/865ca91113639a0e3a4752b50/files/ACRP_2016_Final_Electronic.pdf
https://www.metro.net/about/jobs/eltp/


pages in length, including citations and references, and should follow APA format.
Each paper will be peer-reviewed and judged for its quality, methodology,

importance, and policy implications along with clarity in writing.
 

The winning submission will be awarded a prize of $250 and the author will receive a
certificate of recognition from SEIGOV at the 2017 ASPA Conference, and will be
announced in media publications. The section will provide financial support for the
winner to attend ASPA’s national conference in Atlanta, GA, March 17 -21, 2017.

Papers (and questions regarding the competition) should be submitted to Prof.
Danny L. Balfour at balfourd@gvsu.edu as an e-mail attachment. Please use

MSWord (.doc) or Rich Text Format (.rtf).

United States Department of Transportation
2017 Summer Transportation

Internship Program for Diverse Groups (STIPDG)
Applications Due January 20, 2017

The Summer Transportation Internship Program for Diverse Groups (STIPDG)
provides a unique opportunity to gain valuable professional experience and skills

that will complement your academic pursuits. This hands-on program is designed to
mentor and cultivate tomorrow's leaders, strengthen their understanding of the
transportation industry and prepare them for future public service opportunities.

The STIPDG is a paid internship program open to all qualified candidates without
regard to their race, gender, color, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, age,

physical or mental disability, veteran status, or any other characteristic prohibited by
state or local law.

Internship Period: June 5th - August 11th, 2017
For more information and to submit an application, click here.

Young Researchers Seminar 2017 - Call for Abstracts/Papers
May 16th - 18th 2017 in Berlin, Germany

Young Researchers Seminar is an event organized every two years in a different

mailto:balfourd@gvsu.edu
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/education/stipdg.cfm


European country. The common vision for the Young Researchers Seminar is the
preparation of a new generation of transport scientists and science-based

professionals in the area of transport.

Young researchers are cordially invited to submit their abstracts. The deadline for
submitting abstracts to the YRS2017 is extended to September 30th. They

should preferably be postdoc (less than 5 years after PhD) and involved in one of
the below-listed research domains:

Transport economics, policy, and transport behavior
Transport sustainability and environment
Transport safety
Intelligent transport systems (ITS) & traffic management
Transport civil and road engineering

For more information and to submit abstracts/papers, click here.
 

METRANS Student Newsletter Staff

Kaitlyn Zhang | Managing Editor and Publisher | kenanzha@usc.edu
Shichun Hu | Education Editor | shichunh@usc.edu
Nicole Guo | Outreach Editor | haichaog@usc.edu
Griffin Kantz | Research Editor | kantz@usc.edu 
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